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At Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative (WWCEC), our mission is to provide our member-

owners with dependable electric service, superior customer service, and other products and resources 

that improve their quality of life, at fair and affordable prices.  As all of you have experienced in the last 

couple of years, prices of goods and services have greatly increased across the board. 

Power prices, as well as the price of materials, has increased dramatically and continues to rise. 

As discussed in a previous newsletter, we have absorbed the increase in costs as long as we reasonably 

can, without increasing rates for the membership. Wayne-White Electric is at the point that we will have

to now pass along to the membership some of the cost increase that we have experienced. We are 

proud to have been able to keep rates the same for 10 consecutive years, which is rare for many cooper-

atives across the country.

We are a not-for-profit electric cooperative, which means we are not in the business of making

money. You, the member, own your electric cooperative, and our goal is to be diligent in only passing 

along costs that are absolutely necessary to continue providing a high level of reliable service to the 

membership at affordable prices. Wayne-White Electric management recently conducted a cost-of-

service study to ensure costs were properly allocated across the various rate structures.

With that said, the board has recently approved our annual budget that includes an overall 5% 

annual revenue increase. These necessary increases are the direct result of our rising fixed costs. These 

fixed costs include poles, wire, transformers, and all other materials required to make electricity availa-

ble to your location.

For single-phase residential customers, the increase will be reflected in the Service Availability

Charge. The kilowatt hour rate is not increasing, and will stay at 11.96 cents per kilowatt hour used. The 

single-phase residential service availability charge will go from the current rate of $33.63 to the new rate

of $42.50: an increase of $8.87 per month. 

Another change that has been made is the rate incentive point on our “all-electric” residential



Rate Increase continued… 
rate known as Rate 2. Currently, all kilowatt hours up to 1,000 are charged at our regular rate, with all 
kilowatts consumed thereafter being charged at a discounted rate of 8.5 cents per kilowatt. The change 
in this rate structure will now have all kilowatts up to 1,500 charged at the regular rate, and all following 
kilowatts consumed charged at 8.5 cents per kilowatt. 

These outlined changes will take effect on the bill you receive in May 2023 for your usage in April. 

We want to assure our members that Wayne-White Electric is still financially strong. Margins will 
continue to be allocated at the end of the year and will be paid back in future years as Capital Credits. In 
fact, this year the board intends to issue approximately $2 million in capital credits back to the member-
ship for years 2001 through half of 2004. 

Wayne-White Electric stays committed to serving you, the member, with the highest quality prod-
ucts and services you deserve. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office at 
(618) 842-2196. 

Derick Trout Hired as New Staking Engineer at Wayne-White 
The final hire to fill the vacancies left from three long-time Wayne-
White employee retirements has been filled by Derick Trout. Trout 
began his new duties as Staking Engineer on February 6, 2023. 

Derick is a 2007 graduate of Mt. Vernon High School in Mt. Vernon, 
Illinois. Derick then graduated in 2010 from John A. Logan College 
with a degree in Construction Management. Trout is the son of Rick-
ey and Vickie Trout.  

Currently, Derick lives in Mt. Vernon, Illinois with his wife Randa, 
and two daughters, Chesney, age 9 and Eva, age 7. Before coming to 
Wayne-White Electric, Derick worked for the Illinois Department of 
Transportation as a surveyor. When he’s not at work, Trout can be 
found hunting or crappie fishing. 

On the cover: Thousands of “snow geese” have been present in the area throughout the last couple months. 
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Board Member Elections at Next Annual Meeting on June 9th 
The next Annual Meeting for members of the Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative will be on Fri-
day, June 9th, 2023 at the Wayne City High School complex.  Plans are currently being finalized for the 
meal and entertainment, with the meal set to begin at 5:00 pm, entertainment will begin after 6pm, and 
the business meeting will be called to order at 7pm. All Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative 
members will receive an Annual Meeting Booklet with their registration card and meeting information 
much closer to the date of the meeting.  Stay tuned for more information as the final details become 
available.  

Three (3) board of director’s seats will be up for election at this year’s meeting.  They are the seats cur-
rently held by Dale Harris of Fairfield (District #2), Andy Glover of Mt. Erie (District #3), and Rick Marshall 
of Carmi (District #6).  Any member of the electric cooperative is eligible to pick-up a petition to run for a 
seat, if they live in one of the three districts mentioned above.  Petitions can be picked up at the electric 
cooperative beginning on March 13, 2023 and must be returned with signatures to the Fairfield coopera-
tive office by April 25, 2023. 

The map below shows the nine (9) board districts, and the current board members, along with their seat 
and location. For more information about running for any of the three district seats up for election, con-
tact our office at (618) 842-2196. 



Annual Meeting Scholarship Applications Now Available 
For the second year in a row, Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative will award ten (10) $500 schol-
arships at our Annual Meeting at Wayne City High School on June 9, 2023. 

These scholarships were started last year after the Youth Day trip to Springfield and Youth Tour trip to 
Washington, D.C. were cancelled due to limitations of the pandemic. The money was already budgeted 
for those trips and was instead turned into these scholarships to help local students. Although both trips 
are back on for 2023, the Board of Directors have decided to continue offering the scholarships as well, 
due to the tremendous response to last year’s offering. 

A very simple application form is available on our website at www.waynewhitecoop.com or in our office, 
and have also been dropped off at each of the local high schools in our service territory. Each student 
who enters must be the son or daughter of an active Cooperative member. While applications from a 
son or daughter of a Wayne-White employee or board member are not eligible, any of their grandchil-
dren are eligible to apply. Students can choose to attend a community college or university and must be 
enrolled full-time at that institution in the upcoming 2023 fall semester.  Verification of enrollment will 
have to be provided to the Cooperative before payment will be issued to the recipient’s institution of 
choice. 

Winners will be selected through a random drawing from all applications received. Only one application 
entry is permitted, per student. The $500 scholarship award will be paid directly to the school on behalf 
of each scholarship winner. The deadline to submit an application is May 12, 2023, with the winners 
drawn on May 19, 2023. Winners will be notified by phone calls and email addresses provided on the 
scholarship applications. All winners will be recognized in person at the Cooperative Annual Meeting on 
Friday, June 9, 2023. 

Completed applications can be mailed to PO Drawer E, Fairfield, IL 62837, or dropped off at our Fairfield 
or Enfield office during regular hours, or in the drop box near the front door. They can also be faxed to 
(618) 842-4497 or emailed to aparrott@wwcec.com. Applications not in hand by 4pm on Friday, May 12, 
2023 will not be able to be considered. 

For more information, contact Alyssa Parrott at the Cooperative at (618) 842-2196. 





Automatic Payment Options Makes Paying Your Bill Easier
At Wayne-White Electric, we 
offer several options for paying 
your bill to help make life easier.  

Whether you prefer to pay in 
person, by mail, by phone, or 
online, there is bound to be an 
option that works best for you.

Several members have taken advantage of our Auto Pay options. You have the ability to set up an auto-
matic payment with your credit card online through our Smart Hub app, outlined above. 

If you would rather use a bank account to pay your bill, you can also set up an automatic bank draft 
through Smart Hub or by filling out a form from our office and providing a voided check.

Automatic payments will be drafted from your account on the 15th of each month to coincide with the 
payment due date.

Visit our app, or grab the Automatic Bank Draft form in office or online at our website: 
www.waynewhitecoop.com



St. Patrick’s Day  Shepherd’s Pie 
2 tbsp Olive Oil 
1 c Yellow Onion (chopped) 
1 lb Lean Ground Beef 
2 tsp Dried Parsley Leaves 
1 tsp Dried Rosemary Leaves 
1 tsp Dried Thyme Leaves 
1 tsp  salt 
3/4 tsp Black Pepper 
1 tbsp Worcestershire Sauce 
2  Garlic Cloves (minced) 

2 tbsp All Purpose Flour 
2 tbsp Tomato Paste 
1 c Beef Broth 
1 c Mixed Peas & Carrots 
1 c Corn 
2 lb Russet Potatoes 
8 tbsp Unsalted Butter 
1/3 c Half & Half 
1/2 tsp Garlic Powder 
1/4 c Parmesan Cheese 

1. Add the oil to a large skillet & place it over med/high heat for 2 minutes. Add onions. Cook 5 minutes. 
2. Add ground beef to skillet & break apart with wooden spoon. Add parsley, rosemary, thyme, salt & pepper. Stir 

well. Cook 6-8 minutes, until meat is browned. 
3. Add Worcestershire sauce & garlic. Stir to combine; cook for 1 minute. 
4. Add flour & tomato paste. Stir until well combined & no clumps of tomato paste remain. 
5. Add broth, frozen peas & carrots, & frozen corn. Bring liquid to a boil, then reduce to simmer for 5 minutes. 
6. Set meat mixture aside. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
7. Place potatoes in a large pot. Cover with water & bring to a boil. Reduce to simmer. Cook 10-15 minutes. 
8. Drain potatoes. Return potatoes to hot pot. Let potatoes rest in hot pot for 1 minute to evaporate remaining water. 
9. Add butter, half & half, garlic powder, salt & pepper. Mash potatoes & stir until all ingredients are mixed. 
10. Add parmesan cheese to potatoes. Stir until well combined. 
11. Pour meat mixture into 9x9 (or 7x11) inch baking dish. Spread out into an even layer. Spoon mashed potatoes on 

top of the meat. Carefully spread into an even layer. 
12. If baking dish looks very full, place on a rimmed baking sheet so the filling doesn’t bubble over into your oven. 

Bake uncovered for 25-30 minutes. Cool for 15 minutes before serving. 

Leprechaun Bait 
 

12 oz     White Candy Melts 
6 oz     Green Candy Melts 
3 c     Popcorn (popped) 
3 c     Mini Pretzel Twists 
3 c     Rice Chex Cereal 
4 c     Lucky Charms 
10.5 oz  Mint M&Ms 
St. Patrick’s Day Sprinkles 
 
1. In a large bowl, combine Rice Chex, Lucky Charms, pret-
zels, popcorn & M&Ms. In a heat-safe bowl, melt the white 
chocolate in the microwave for 30 seconds on 50% power. 
Stir and repeat until the chips are completely melted. 

2. Pour the melted white chocolate over the cereal mixture. Stir carefully to combine, as to not crush the Rice Chex. 
Stir until the mixture is completely coated with the white chocolate. 

3. Pour mixture onto parchment paper to dry and spread out. Repeat with melting the green chocolate, then spoon 
over the mixture. Then add the sprinkles. 

4. Allow to set until white chocolate has hardened and then break up into pieces. 
5. Store in an air-tight container. 


