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Wayne County CEO Students Visit Cooperative 
Wayne County CEO students started 
their first day back from holiday break 
by visiting Wayne-White Counties Elec-
tric Cooperative in January.  

Students were able to learn about the 
unique non-profit business model of the 
Electric Cooperative, including a history 
of how the cooperative was formed in 
the 1930s. We had the pleasure of ex-
plaining the many ways that we serve 
our members with dependable electrici-
ty service in the eleven-county area. 

Various career paths and job opportuni-
ties in this industry, including education 
requirements, were also discussed. 

Pictured at right with 
Wayne-White Electric 
Cooperative’s CEO 
Chris Hopfinger are: 
Maddux Mays, Sam 
Potter, Gabriel Todd, 
Emily Smith, Lily 
Simpson, Kiriyae 
Dickey, and Mabry 
Ellis. 

Wayne-White Electric Cooperative Hires Misty Kitley 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative has hired Misty Kitley 
as a Customer Service Representative as of January 3, 
2023. Misty is a 2016 Graduate of Cisne High School and 
is the daughter of Michael and Jeana Gill of Mt. Erie. She 
graduated in 2018 from Frontier Community College in 
Fairfield playing softball and volleyball for the Bobcats, 
and completed her Bachelor’s Degree in Business Ad-
ministration from Southern Illinois University at Edwards-
ville in 2020. 

Before coming to Wayne-White Electric Cooperative, 
Misty worked as the Venue Manager at Venue 720, the 
former Johnny and June’s in Flora, Illinois. Newly married as of December 10, 2022, 
Misty resides in Flora with her husband Colton and their mini-golden doodle Ollie. 

Taylors Keep Bird Hunting Alive at TNT Hunting Preserve 
By: Alyssa Parrott 

Grain farmers in Mt. Erie, brothers Rick and 
Dennis Taylor have long had a love for 
hunting. When they are not thick in the 
throes of farming or harvesting, they can be 
found in the fields or the woods hunting 
wildlife. 

Since the early 1990s, the Taylor brothers 
have been raising game birds, such as 
quail, pheasant, and chukars, to ship to oth-
er game preserves in Illinois and surround-
ing states. Today, they ship birds to two 
preserves in Southern Indiana and one in 
Southern Illinois. There are currently over 
7,500 birds in their pens as of the beginning of January 2023. (Pictured above) 

The remaining birds are kept for hunters that visit their hunting preserve each year dur-
ing the fall and winter months. Hunters travel from Southern Indiana, Western Ken-
tucky, and Western Illinois to hunt these birds on one of the many fields Rick and Den-
nis have reserved for hunting. They have even had hunters travel in from Alaska in 
years past. Once you select and purchase your birds, they will personally place the 
birds in thickets and brush throughout the field.  Let your bird dog out to put their nose 
to the ground, and hope you are a straight shooter as you reap your reward.  

Since 1999, TNT has hosted a Youth Hunt for young people fifteen and under on the 
last Saturday in October. This past hunt in 2022, there were twenty-six kids that partici-
pated, with their past record number of participants being fifty-four children. Rick de-
scribed how rewarding this program has been for them, as well as a great introduction 
to hunting for kids just getting into the sport. They are taken out with a guides and bird 

dogs, and then fed lunch after hunting is over. There 
was even a second-generation hunter this year at the 
Youth Hunt, whose parent had participated in one of 
the first events when the program began. 

Incorporating wildlife habitat into their farming opera-
tion was natural for the Taylors. With several fence 
rows and edge areas already, they plant wheat strips 
and milo and leave corn stubble for the winter for 
cover. With the bird population seeming to decrease 
consistently the past several years, this gives bird 
hunters an opportunity to still hunt. 

TNT Hunting Preserve is located at 1862 County 
Road 2300 E in Mt. Erie. During the fall and winter 
hunting seasons, they are open seven days a week, 
only closing for Christmas Day. For more information 
or to schedule your hunt, call (618) 854-2771. 
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The WORKS Program is Working for Many Families in Need 
Disasters, serious illness, accidental tragedies, and family emergencies seem 
to always occur when we least expect it. Unfortunately, many people and or-
ganizations seem to “fall through the cracks” of the system when they genuine-
ly need assistance. We all know of cases where this has happened. Perhaps it 
has happened to one of your family members or friends. When a tragedy hits 
close to home, it is nice to have someplace to turn for assistance to get back 
on your feet again. 

We have found the perfect idea in a program called OPERATION ROUNDUP 
which was created several years ago by another electric cooperative in South Carolina. We began a 
local effort 21 years ago through our electric cooperative membership which we call WORKS. It’s an 
acronym that stands for Wayne-White Operation Roundup Kare and Share. 

It’s really a very simple idea that has provided assistance to a lot of people and organizations simply by 
donating some extra change each month. Here’s how it works: Each month, your electric bill is rounded 
up to the nearest dollar. The difference between your bill and the rounded-up amount is contributed to 
the WORKS foundation. For example, if your electric bill is $63.57, it would be rounded up to $64.00, 
with the 43 cents being contributed directly to the WORKS foundation. Although that may not seem like 
much, your extra change multiplied by over 13,000 other meters of the cooperative enables the WORKS 
program to fill in some of the “cracks” of the system. 

In 2022, the program raised $53,441.44 due to the generosity of members just like yourself. The founda-
tion is governed by a Board of Directors that are cooperative members just like you. It is totally separate 
from the Wayne-White Board of Directors. The WORKS board members review grant applications and 
determine where the charitable funds will be distributed. 

By having your electric bill rounded up each month, your total annual contribution to WORKS could only 
be up to $12.00 but look how important that $12.00 can be to a family or organization dealing with an 
emergency need. Since the program’s inception in 2002, WORKS has generated foundation funds of 
$1,017,744.95 with a total of $1,003,851.75 being disbursed to needy individuals and organizations. 

If you currently do not participate in the WORKS program but would like to, or you would like to opt out 
of participating in the WORKS program, contact our office in Fairfield at (618) 842-2196. We want to 
thank those of you participating for giving back a little extra change that can make a real difference in 
the lives of a friend or neighbor in need. 

Who is eligible to apply for a Grant?  Grants are available for both individuals in need and for 501
(c)3 organizations. The purpose of the WORKS program is to meet a critical need that is currently not 
being met by any other means.  
 
How do you apply for a grant? Grant applications are available from any WORKS board member 
or at our office and can also be found online at www.waynewhitecoop.com 

When an application is completed and returned to Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative, it is cop-
ied and then emailed to each board member for review.   

Following a review of applications, the board will determine what grants will be approved for payment 
and in what amount.  For grants approved by the board, a check will be issued to the recipient or the 
designated debtor within one week of approval by the board. 

What are examples of needs the board will consider? Some examples of grants made by 
WORKS have included people whose homes have been burned by fire or been destroyed by a tornado, 
equipment for fire departments, wheelchair lifts for vans, and medical hardships.  Funds cannot be 
used to pay Wayne-White electric bills. 



    Dennis Scranton Cancer Fund Update for 2023 
On the previous page, you read about the WORKS program at the cooperative.  Another assistance 
program that you can contribute to helps to benefit families affected by Cancer.  Through the Dr 
Dennis Scranton Memorial fund, your generous donation can benefit local residents who have 
ongoing expenses related to active cancer treatments at a recognized treatment center.  
 
The Dennis Scranton fund was established after the passing of Dr. Scranton, who died in an auto-
mobile accident near Fairfield in 2003.  His widow, Tracy Scranton, said her husband had often ex-
pressed the need for a fund of this type.  He recognized that patients had trouble funding their can-
cer treatments and related travel expenses to go and seek treatment.  In the past year, $11,300 
was given out to help cancer patients with travel costs, etc. 
 
The fund was established in 2004 and it is totally dependent upon donations by the public.  The 
fund is limited to patients receiving active treatment for cancer such as surgery, radiation, or chemo-
therapy.  The fund is administered and overseen by the WORKS board at Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative, which also administers the Operation Round-Up Kare & Share program 
through the electric cooperative.   
 
If you or a family member dealing with Cancer is interested in re-
ceiving funds, there is an application process. Qualified recipients 
can receive up to $500 in assistance in a calendar year to benefit 
their needs in seeking cancer treatment.  If you wish to donate to the 
Dennis Scranton Memorial Cancer Fund, you can send your finan-
cial gift to the Dennis Scranton Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 700, 
Fairfield, Illinois 62837 or drop off your donation at the Wayne-
White office in Fairfield.  If you have questions about the program, 
you can call the Wayne-White Electric cooperative office at (618) 
842-2196 or visit our website for an application at 
www.WayneWhiteCoop.com  

Enfield Office Open Dates for 2023 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative has announced the dates 
we are open for business at the Enfield office. Please note that 
the DROP BOX can still be used ANYTIME to drop off a pay-
ment or document at Enfield. In addition, bill payments can al-
so be paid anytime through the week during regular business 
hours at Peoples National Bank in McLeansboro and 
Dahlgren, as well as First Bank in Carmi and Grayville. You 
can also call the electric cooperative and talk to a live person 
with any questions, or to pay your bill by phone with an e-
check, debit or credit card at (618) 842-2196. SMARTHUB is also a great way to pay your bill online 
anytime, or by using the PAY NOW feature on our website at www.waynewhitecoop.com 

Open Dates for the Enfield Office in 2023 (Open 8am—4pm): 

January 12 & 31  April 13 & 27   July 13 & 27   October 12 & 31 
February 14 & 28  May 11 & 30   August 15 & 29  November 14 & 30 
March 14 & 30  June 15 & 29   September 14 & 28  December 14 & 28 
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2023 Residential
Rebate Program

About the Program

Your electric cooperative is offering a 2023 residential 
rebate for qualifying equipment (water heaters, 
geothermal heat pumps and air source, ductless mini-
split or dual fuel heat pumps). To qualify, you must 
occupy the home where the equipment is installed 
year-round (12 months) and unit must heat and cool the 
whole home, unless otherwise stated.

Please provide the following documents to your electric 
cooperative to apply for possible rebates*:

• AHRI (Air conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration
Institute) certificate for validation of all SEER ratings.
(This can be obtained from the installing heating
and cooling contractor.)

• 2023 Residential Rebate Application

• Proof of purchase (invoice or receipt)

* Wayne-White Counties Electric Cooperative reserves the right to approve, deny or select the
appropriate incentive. Prior approval is required for electric resistance incentives.

Must apply by December 15, 2023

PO Drawer E
Fairfield, IL 
(618) 842-2196

Water Heater (Heat Pump or Hybrid)

New construction or replacing gas or electric

Geothermal Heat Pump
New construction or replacing electric  
resistance heat, gas, heat pump or geothermal

Air Source or Dual Fuel Heat Pumps
Heat pump replacing gas, existing A/C or heat 
pump, new construction or replacing 100% 
electric resistance heat

Mini-Split Heat Pump

Single room or whole home installations



MINIMUM EFFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS

Stick-built or modular housing
SEER ≥ 16, EER ≥ 10

Mobile/Manufactured Housing (1)

SEER ≥ 14, EER ≥ 10

HEAT PUMP REPLACING GAS, EXISTING A/C OR HEAT PUMP OR NEW 
CONSTRUCTION INSTALLATION (2)

Dual/Variable/Multi-Speed Compressor ONLY (3)

HEAT PUMP REPLACING 100% ELECTRIC RESISTANCE HEAT 
(must be replacing primary heat source for entire home)

Single Speed Compressor

Dual/Variable/Multi-Speed Compressor 

The following DO NOT qualify for 100% electric resistance replacement 
(Heat pump with backup electric resistance heat, space heaters, gas furnace, 
wood stove, wood pellet stove, A/C, back-up heat, generators)

$750

$800

$1,500

Water Heater (Heat Pump or Hybrid)

Minimum 40 gallon all-in-one units New construction or gas or electric water heater replacement $500

Geothermal Heat Pump
Desuperheater is recommended, 
but not required.

New construction or replacing electric resistance heat, gas, 
heat pump or geothermal $1,500

Air Source or Dual Fuel Heat Pump

2023 Residential 
Rebate Program Details

(1) Mobile/manufactured homes are defined as factory assembled, transportable, designed for transportation on own chassis, 
can be placed on temporary or permanent foundation and intended for year-round occupancy. 
Modular homes must be residential single family homes.

(2) Units that do not qualify include: window air conditioners and “thru-the wall” heat pumps (hotel-type machines).
(3) Single speed compressors for mobile/manufactured homes only qualify.

Mini-Split Heat Pump

SECONDARY REQUIREMENTS

SEER ≥ 19, EER ≥ 12.5

Variable/multi-speed compressor 
required unless noted otherwise

Single room installations (4)

Replacing existing A/C, heat pump or new construction

Replacing electric resistance heat

$300

$750

$1,500

(4) Single room installations can include room additions or outbuildings. 
Requirements: located and serviced by member, occupied/used year-round (seasonal occupancy does not qualify).

PPlleeaassee  rreettuurrnn  ccoommpplleetteedd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo
WWaayynnee--WWhhiittee  CCoouunnttiieess  EElleeccttrriicc  CCooooppeerraattiivvee,,  PPOO  DDrraawweerr  EE,,  FFaaiirrffiieelldd,,  IILL  6622883377  
For more information please call (618) 842-2196 or e-mail aparrott@wwcec.com



Creamy Chicken & Broccoli                   
Pesto Bow Ties 
2 c. broccoli florets 
Kosher salt                                                                            
Freshly ground black pepper 
1 bunch fresh basil 
2 clove garlic                                                                 
1/4 c. olive oil 
2 tsp. lemon zest 
3 oz. Parmesan 
4 oz. mascarpone or cream cheese 
2 c. shredded rotisserie chicken 
1 c. chopped toasted pecans (optional) 

1. Cook the broccoli in boiling salted water until 
tender, 5 minutes; remove to a bowl with a slot-
ted spoon. Add pasta to water and cook accord-
ing to package directions; drain. 

2. Process basil, garlic, oil, lemon zest, and Parme-
san in a food processor until finely chopped. Add 
broccoli and pulse until coarsely chopped, 4 to 6 
times. Season with salt & black pepper. 

3. Stir broccoli pesto and mascarpone into pasta 
until well coated; fold in chicken 

 
 Toasted pecans add unexpected warmth and 
crunch to this creamy pasta dish! 

Double Chocolate Loaf Cake 
1 1/4 c. whole wheat flour 
1 1/3 c. granulated sugar 
2/3 c. Dutch cocoa powder 
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
3/4 c. unsalted butter, at room temperature 
2 large eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/3 c. whole milk Greek yogurt 
1/2 c. boiling water 
1 c. chocolate chunks or chocolate chips 
 
1. Preheat oven to 325 F. Line a standard loaf pan 

with parchment paper, then grease with baking 
spray. 

2. Sift together flour, sugar, cocoa powder, and bak-
ing powder into the bowl of a stand mixer. 

3. Add butter, eggs, vanilla, and yogurt, and beat 
slowly, turning the speed up as the ingredients 
begin to blend. Beat on medium-high speed for 2-
3 minutes, until fully blended and smooth. 

4. Turn the mixer off and add boiling water. Beat 
until completely incorporated and batter is smooth 
and shiny, about 2 minutes, scraping down the 
sides as needed. 

5. Fold in chocolate chunks or chocolate chips. 
6. Pour into prepared loaf pan and bake for 55 

minutes, or until a toothpick inserted into the cen-
ter of the cake comes out with few to no crumbs. 

7. Let cool 10-15 minutes, then invert to remove 
loaf. Serve warm or at room temperature. 


