(continued from previous page) Due to go into production by 2010, the Volt is expected to go about
40 miles on a charge, then continue using a gasoline engine.
Lutz and other GM officials spoke March 19 to members of the “Volt Nation,” a sort of fan club for the
car, which operates independently of the automaker. Ed Peper, Chevrolet general manager, said such
enthusiasm will be a key to the car’s success.
“We are absolutely thrilled to have so many advocates out there for the Volt,” Peper said.

Five PHEVs are already on the road as part of a Cooperative Research Network study, con-
ducted by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. They will add two more vehicles to the
study this year. All are conventional hybrids that underwent conversions.

Who Killed The Original Electric Car Back in 19967

Now if you really want to raise your blood pressure, let me recommend that you go to the local movie
store and rent or purchase a documentary movie produced by Sony Pictures entitled: “Who Killed The
Electric Car?” This movie details the electric car produced
by General Motors in 1996 that was offered for lease to the
public in California and Arizona. It was called the EV1.

The car performed great and was well-liked by those con-
sumers who had them. But, heavy lobbying and pushback
from the oil companies resulted in GM recalling every elec-
tric car and destroying them by crushing them. Why?
Electric cars require very little maintenance and the EV1
did not use gasoline, ail, or oil filters. While convincing GM
to destroy the cars, some oil companies even went so far
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the marketplace. The documentary film examines both no exhaust, and ran without gosoline.

sides of the argument for electric cars and interviews many
people. You can also visit their website at
www.sonyclassics.com/whokilledtheelectriccar

While electric cars may seem like the answer to our de-
pendency on oil, it is logical to assume that if everyone be-
gan driving electric cars, America would soon have to deal
with an increased demand for electricity from the grid.

The real key to success for plug-in electric vehicles is to educate consumers about the need to plug into
an outlet and charge their batteries at night when demand is low and electric utilities have generating
capacity to spare. If drivers try to charge their vehicles during the day when demand is twice as high,
they would create the need to generate more electricity and increase costs. A story in the May 2, 2008
edition of the Wall Street Journal speaks to this topic. The story discusses the fact that “smart meters”
are now being introduced that would enable electric cooperatives and power companies to track electric-
ity use by time of day and by purpose. This would establish a systematic approach to variable rates for
electricity use. Costs would be higher during peak demand in the daytime, but would be lower at night
which would help encourage the practice of charging electric vehicles at night when the demand is lower
and rates are lower. A study by EPRI and the NRDC has determined that carbon-dioxide emissions in
the U.S. would be cut by 450 million metric tons if 60% of light vehicles in the U.S. were replaced by
plug-in vehicles by 2050. This would also reduce America’s oil consumption by 6.2 million barrels a day.

So, what else can you do about high gasoline prices? Certainly, if you have the means you can pur-
chase an HEV and perhaps convert it into a PHEV. Another option is to make your voice heard in
Washington, D.C. as a constituent. Perhaps the time has come for rural Americans to stand up and be
heard on the oil industry issues as well as pending global warming legislation which could drastically
affect the coal industry and ultimately increase the electricity rates for everyone. An interview and story
with our President/CEQ, Daryl Donjon, appears elsewhere in this issue. You will also find a sample let-
ter that you can use to communicate to your federal legislators about Senate Bill 2191 and the impact it
could have on coal, electricity rates, our economy, and the future viability of electric plug-in vehicles.



